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Report	and	 thus	ended	one	of	 the	most	 influential	eras	of	political	 satire	 in	United	States	history.	Between	both	Colbert	and	fellow	late	night	Comedy	Central	host	Jon	Stewart	of	The	




 for	creating	informed	citizens.	In	the	current	era,	the	news	media	has	evolved	into	a	diverse	and	often	times	controversial	organ	of	the	modern	political	sphere.	Real	news	carries	with	it	real	 impacts,	 of	which	 political	 polarization	 has	 emerged	 as	 one	 of	 the	most	 prominent.	Americans	 have	 become	 increasingly	 polarized	 over	 the	 past	 few	 decades,	 with	 this	polarization	evolving	 from	being	rooted	 in	simple	 ideological	disagreements	 to	becoming	rooted	in	negative	affect	for	opposing	partisans.	Scholars	have	pointed	to	the	increasingly	diverse	news	media	environment	as	one	of	the	potential	influencers	of	this	polarization.	This	research	project	seeks	to	understand	the	impact	that	satirical	news,	specifically	The	Colbert	
















































































































































What	is	your	Race?	 1. White	2. Black	3. American	Indian	or	Alaska	Native	4. Asian	5. Native	Hawiian	or	other	Pacific	Islander	6. Other	please	specify	
	








1. Less	than	High	School	2. High	school	graduate	-	high	school	diploma	or	equivalent	(for	example:	GED),	3. Some	college	but	no	degree,	Associate	degree	(for	example:	Occupational/vocational	program	or	Academic	program),	4. Bachelor’s	degree	(for	example:	BA,	AB,	BS),	5. Master’s	degree	(for	example:	MA,	MS,	MEng,	MEd,	MSW,	MBA),	
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Table	4.3-	Conservative	Across	Conditions	Condition	 Social	Distance	 Obama	 Fox	News		 Colbert	Ent	 Mean	 2.2656	 34.7187	 50.9062	 36.0938	N	 32	 32	 32	 32	SD	 .98361	 28.79990	 22.12043	 23.67162	Info	 Mean	 2.5517	 34.6207	 52.2069	 46.7241	N	 29	 29	 29	 29	SD	 .91948	 24.65681	 29.44411	 33.28438	Control	 Mean	 2.7500	 44.2857	 59.2143	 56.8214	N	 28	 28	 28	 28	SD	 .73912	 36.88406	 31.84146	 30.00994	Total	 Mean	 2.5112	 37.6966	 53.9438	 46.0787	N	 89	 89	 89	 89	SD	 .90446	 30.38406	 27.79362	 29.98872		Conservatives	demonstrated	unique	results	across	conditions.	An	independent	samples	t-test	was	conducted	between	the	entertainment	and	information	groups,	with	results	displaying	similar	affective	responses	and	no	significant	differences.	Significant	differences	
Table	4.2-	Young-Liberal	Orientation/Exposure		 Young-Liberal	 N	 Mean	 SD	 Significance	Exposure	to	The	Colbert	Report		 Yes	 28	 2.79	 1.031	 .227		No	 324	 3.03	 1.042	Orientation	of	The	Colbert	Report	 Yes	 28	 3.00	 .76980	 .105		No	 324	 3.29	 .91552	
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 were	most	apparent	when	comparing	responses	in	the	Control	group	to	the	Entertainment	group.		
Table	4.4-	Conservative:	Control-Entertainment		 Condition	 N	 Mean	 Std.	Deviation	 Significance	Colbert	Thermo	 Ent	 32	 36.0938	 23.67162	 .004	Control	 28	 56.8214	 30.00994	Social	Distance	 Ent	 32	 2.2656	 .98361	 .037	Control	 28	 2.7500	 .73912		For	both	the	Colbert	Thermometer	measure	and	the	combined	Social	Distance	measure,	Conservative	respondents	showed	significantly	higher	affective	responses	under	the	Entertainment	directive	compared	to	the	Control.	These	results	are	consistent	with	my	hypothesis	that	conservatives	would	experience	higher	affective	polarization	under	the	entertainment	orientation	condition.		H3:	Liberals	who	view	The	Colbert	Report	under	information-orientation	will	
experience	increased	affective	polarization			Using	the	same	pre-test	measure	as	the	H2	test,	another	difference	of	means	test	was	conducted	with	only	liberal	participants	across	viewing	orientation	conditions.			
Table	4.5-	Liberals	Across	Conditions	Condition	 Social	Distance	 Obama	 Fox	News		 Colbert	Ent	 Mean	 2.6700	 74.7600	 16.9800	 61.4800	N	 50	 50	 50	 50	SD	 1.09549	 23.59225	 20.01784	 25.92709	Info	 Mean	 2.7660	 77.3830	 16.7660	 59.7021	N	 47	 47	 47	 47	SD	 .98825	 18.84554	 21.37981	 29.65887	Control	 Mean	 2.8309	 77.8676	 17.0147	 60.7059	N	 68	 68	 68	 68	SD	 1.10835	 22.17562	 22.09038	 29.42081	Total	 Mean	 2.7636	 76.7879	 16.9333	 60.6545	N	 165	 165	 165	 165	
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Thank you for your interest in this study! If you decide to participate, you will be asked to read 
view a short clip and to answer several questions. All in all, the study should take between 6-7 
minutes to complete.  
 
The data collected for the study will be used to write a scholarly paper, which may be published 
in an academic journal. There are no risks associated with participation in this research. 
You will be paid $0.75 for completing this study. To receive your payment, be sure answer all 
survey questions and to copy the validation code you receive at the end of the study and to 
submit it in MTurk. 
 
By advancing to the next screen, you consent to participate in the study and you indicate that you 
have read and understood the above information. 
 
 





Q2 What is your Race? 
o White  (1)  
o Black  (2)  
o American Indian or Alaska Native  (3)  
o Asian  (4)  
o Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander  (5)  






Q3 What is your gender?  
o Male  (1)  
o Female  (2)  
o Transgender  (3)  
o Other  (4)  




Q5 What is your total household income before taxes during the past 12 months? 
o Less Than $25,000  (1)  
o $25,000 - $34,999  (2)  
o $35,000 - $49,999  (3)  
o $50,000 - $74,999  (4)  
o $75,000 - $99,999  (5)  
o $100,000 - $149,999  (6)  






Q6 What is the highest level of school you have completed or the highest degree you have 
received? 
o Less than High School  (1)  
o High school graduate - high school diploma or equivalent (for example: GED),  (2)  
o Some college but no degree, Associate degree (for example: Occupational/vocational 
program or Academic program),  (3)  
o Bachelor’s degree (for example: BA, AB, BS),  (4)  
o Master’s degree (for example: MA, MS, MEng, MEd, MSW, MBA),  (5)  
o Professional School degree (for example: MD, DDS, DVM, LLB, JD), Doctorate degree 









Q14 Which option best describes your past exposure to The Colbert Report or other satirical 
news programs like The Daily Show, or Last Week Tonight? 
o Frequently  (1)  
o Quite Often  (2)  
o Sometimes   (3)  
o Rarely  (4)  






Q15 Please indicate how your view The Colbert Report in terms of being either a news or 





















Q31 Which of the following best describes your partisan identification? 
o Strong Republican  (1)  
o Republican  (2)  
o Weak Republican  (3)  
o Independent  (4)  
o Weak Democrat  (5)  
o Democrat  (6)  






Q32 Which of the following best describes your political ideology?  
o Very Conservative  (1)  
o Conservative  (2)  
o Moderately Conservative  (3)  
o Moderate  (4)  
o Moderately Liberal  (5)  
o Liberal  (6)  
o Very Liberal  (7)  
 
 
Directive 1:  Please watch this entertaining clip from The Colbert Report, be prepared to 




Directive 2: Please watch this informative clip from The Colbert Report, be prepared to take a 








Q17 Where was the Obama vacationing when he asked an ambassador to have a dinner party? 
o Key West  (1)  
o London  (2)  
o Rome  (3)  






Q18 What event does Fox News critique Obama for ignoring while on vacation? 
o Tax Bill Vote   (1)  
o Supreme Court Ruling   (2)  
o US/Mexico Border Dispute  (3)  




Q20 Please rate how funny you found Stephen Colbert to be 
o Very Funny   (1)  
o Mildly Funny   (2)  
o Neither Funny or Unfunny  (3)  
o Not very Funny  (4)  




Q21 Please rate how entertaining you found the clip to be 
o Very Entertaining   (1)  
o Mildly Entertaining   (2)  
o Neither Entertaining or Unentertaining  (3)  
o Not very entertaining   (4)  












Q24 I would be comfortable with my child or a close family member marrying someone from an 
opposing political party 
o Strongly agree  (1)  
o Somewhat agree  (2)  
o Neither agree nor disagree  (3)  
o Somewhat disagree  (4)  




Q25 When establishing friendships, I take into account the partisanship of potential friends 
o Strongly agree  (1)  
o Somewhat agree  (2)  
o Neither agree nor disagree  (3)  
o Somewhat disagree  (4)  















Q26 Please rate your feelings about the following prompts on a 1-100 scale along the 




Q27 How do you feel about.... 
	 0	 10	 20	 30	 40	 50	 60	 70	 80	 90	 100	
 
The	actions	of	President	Obama	(1)	
	
The	critique	from	the	Fox	News	hosts	(2)	
	
The	coverage	of	the	debate	by	Stephen	Colbert	
(3)	 	
 
 	
